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JOB DESCRIPTION 
 
 

Job Title:  Mechanic/Operator 
 
Department:  Power Plant 
 
Reports to:  Power Plant Superintendent 
 
 
Definition: 
 
This is skilled, specialized work in the operation, maintenance, and repair of machinery 
and equipment in the Maquoketa Municipal Electric Utility Power Plant. 
 
The job involves the operation, maintenance, and repair of large diesel/natural gas 
engines, high voltage generators, air compressors, pumps and related or subsidiary 
equipment and machinery.  Job includes performing duties of power plant operator under 
the immediate supervision of the Power Plant Superintendent, and is reviewed by 
discussion, conferences and by observation of results obtained.          
 
Mechanic/Operator work involves performing supervisory duties in the absence of the 
Power Plant Superintendent. 
 
 
Duties: 
 

1. Perform operation, maintenance, and repair of power plant engines, generators, 
and subsidiary machinery and equipment. 

 
2. Overhaul large diesel/natural gas engines, high voltage generators, pumps, 

compressors and related machinery and equipment. 
 

3. Inspects engines and other machinery; oil and grease as needed. 
 

4. Monitors and operates control panel; records readings in appropriate logbook.  
Maintains records and logs regarding plant operation as instructed. 

 
5. Inspects all fuel and oil tanks and fills as needed.  Inspects all fuel and natural gas 

and airlines for leaks. 
 

6. Insures that engines, generators, and other machinery are started and operated 
according to established procedures.                         

 
 

7. Inspects and operates subsidiary equipment such as boilers, pumps, water 
softeners, water purifiers, and cooling towers for proper operation and 
maintenance. 
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8. Performs a variety of maintenance tasks around the Plant. 
 

9. Answers telephones, relays messages. 
 

10. Performs all other duties as assigned. 
 
 
Requirements for Work: 
 
Minimum of successfully completed high school curriculum or equivalent, including or 
supplemented by course work in diesel/natural gas engine mechanics; some experience 
in the maintenance and repair of heavy equipment; or any equivalent combination of 
experience and training that would provide the following knowledge, abilities and skills. 
 

 Thorough knowledge of the principles and practices applied to the operation, 
maintenance, and repair of internal combustion engines. 

 

 Ability to learn electric power plant operations and processes. 
 

 Ability to use standard mechanic's tools in the maintenance and repair of power 
plant equipment and machinery. 

 

 Ability to follow detailed instructions, oral and written. 
 

 Ability to read and interpret meters and gauges correctly and to act quickly in 
operational emergencies; ability to prepare and maintain records. 

 

 Ability to work in noisy and stressful environment. 
 

 Ability to perform light to moderate custodial and cleaning duties. 
 

 Skill in welding, electrical wiring and carpentry. 
 

 Ability to establish and maintain effective working relationships with employees and 
the public. 

 

 Ability to wear all safety equipment required by OSHA, employer's and employees' 
rules, and safety requirements. 
 

 Capable of lifting or carrying up to 75 pounds. 
 

 This is a standby “on-call” position and is subject to the Standby Policy of 
Maquoketa Municipal Electric Utility.  Standby includes the requirement to be 
available to respond to work during scheduled time off. Also subject to a residency 
requirement of 15 miles between residence and MMEU Power Plant. 
 

 Must have and maintain a valid Iowa Driver’s License 
 


